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SaLT: Unit 3, Session 17





          Among the Body

Every Member a Minister

Devotional Prelude

Scripture Readings

1


For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently, if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
Romans 12:3-8
2

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.  Amen.









1 Peter 4:8-11
Thoughts and Meditations

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Preparatory Questions

1. What is a spiritual gift?
2. Why has God given us spiritual gifts?
3. What are the various spiritual gifts that Scripture mentions?

4. How has the Holy Spirit gifted me in order to serve others?
5. What would it look like if all Christians embraced an attitude of service in a local church community?

Scripture Memorization



Lesson


Outline of Lesson

Texts for Study

GOSPELS




1. Mark 12:29-31


2. John 13:12-17



EPISTLES

1. Romans 12:6-8

2. 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

3. 1 Corinthians 14:31-33

4. 1 Corinthians 14:37

5. 1 Corinthians 14:40

6. Ephesians 2:10

7. Ephesians 2:19-22

8. Ephesians 4:7-12

9. Colossians 1:15-18

10. 1 Thessalonians 2:13

11. 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

12. Hebrews 13:17

13. 1 Peter 4:8-11








Outline of Lesson

I. All Christians are called to serve one another and the world (Mark 12:29-31; John 13:12-17; Ephesians 2:10).
“Every Christian, without exception, is called into the place where Jesus 

stood….

“The people who receive praise from the Lord Jesus will not in every case be the people who hold leadership in this life.  There will be many persons who were sticks of wood that stayed close to God and were quiet before Him, and were used in power by Him in a place which looks small to men.

“Each Christian is to be a rod of God in the place of God for him.  We must remember throughout our lives that in God’s sight there are no little people and no little places.  Only one thing is important: to be consecrated persons in God’s place for us, at each moment….”
· Francis Schaeffer, No Little People

· How do Schaeffer’s comments shed light on the fact that all Christians are called into ministry?

· According to Schaeffer, where does ministry take place?

II. The Holy Spirit has equipped and empowered believers to serve through the giving of spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11; Ephesians 4:11-12).
A. A spiritual gift is any ability or power given by the Holy Spirit for use in the ministry of the Church (1 Corinthians 12:1-11). 

B. It is at the pleasure and direction of Jesus Christ, the head of the Church, that spiritual gifts are distributed (Colossians 1:15-18; Ephesians 4:7-11).
1. Jesus gave gifts to the apostles that were foundational for the Church (Ephesians 2:19-22).  These gifts were divinely authoritative, and were therefore inspired and infallible (1 Corinthians 14:37; 1 Thessalonians 2:13).
2. Jesus now gives gifts for the building of the Church (Ephesians 2:19-22).  These gifts are inferior to the divine authority of the apostolic gifts, and are therefore fallible (1 Corinthians 14:37; 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22).










(








C. Spiritual gifts are distributed so that we may better serve one another in order that the body of Christ may be built up. (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Peter 4:10-11).
1. Therefore, spiritual gifts should be encouraged in the Church (1 Thessalonians 5:19; Romans 12:6-8).

2. Therefore, spiritual gifts should be used in an orderly way under the direction of the overseers (1 Corinthians 14:31-33, 40; Hebrews 13:17).

III. There are many kinds of general( spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:7-11; 29-30; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11).  (The following lists are not exhaustive, but instead serve as a sampling of the Holy Spirit’s variety in the work of gift-giving.)  
A. The Scripture mentions gifts that are primarily related to speaking (1 Peter 4:11a).

1. Prophecy (Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 14:29-33)
2. Teaching (Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11)
3. Encouragement (Romans 12:8)
4. Evangelism (Ephesians 4:11)
5. Pastor/ Teacher (Ephesians 4:11)
6. Tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10)

B. The Scripture mentions gifts that are primarily related to serving (1 Peter 4:11b).

1. Service (Romans 12:7)
2. Giving (Romans 12:8)
3. Leadership (Romans 12:8)
4. Mercy (Romans 12:8)
5. Healing (1 Corinthians 12:9)

6. Miracles (1 Corinthians 12:10)

· In The Enduring Community, the authors write, 



The first inventory that a believer ought to take into consideration of his 


responsibilities to the local body is of the ‘spiritual services as tend to 


(the) mutual edification’ of the people in the congregation.  In other 


words, where is my responsibility to this body spiritually and how am I 
fulfilling that responsibility?  Do I have gifts of teaching?  If so, then am I 
teaching?  Do I have gifts of service?  If so, then whom in the congregation in the 
last month have I served without expectation of return?

How do these comments challenge you on a personal level?
Personal Reflection
Summary

Write a personal summary of what you have learned (This might include points of agreement, 
disagreement, confusion, and further questions for prayer and study).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Questions to Consider

· Is there space in your life right now to spend time serving others?  What are some needs that you can address within your church and outside of it?

· Has serving in different ways brought to light some of the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given you?  What do you think some of those gifts might be?  Have others verbally confirmed such gifts?

· Have the churches with which you have been involved encouraged their members to use their gifts?  If so, what did this look like?  If not, what might the overseers have done differently?

Thoughts for Reflection

The church, a new Body formed by Christ, is to do what Christ’s fleshly body did – manifest His nature.  Since all these gifts were part of His fleshly body, all are also a part of His spiritual Body.  Spiritual gifts are the reproduction of Christ’s ministry.  They are grace gifts (charismata) given to the church by the Holy Spirit so that it may be the continuing life of Christ. 





John MacArthur, Jr., The Body Dynamic

How do I determine my spiritual gift(s)?  This is a practical and multi-faceted question….  The key question to ask is this: What needs are there in the situation where God has placed me?  What in the circumstances where I find myself are the particular opportunities for serving others?  In light of the dual profile of 1 Peter 4:11, what are the specific ways in which I can minister the gospel of Jesus Christ in word or deed? 


Asking the question that way (with prayer and reflection, and in consultation with other believers, especially the elders of the church) will take us a long way, not only toward identifying our spiritual gifts but also, and more importantly, toward actually exercising them.






Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., Are Miraculous Gifts For 








Today?

Some of you good people, who do nothing except go to public meetings, and Bible readings, and prophetic conferences, and other forms of spiritual dissipation, would be a good deal better Christians if you would look after the poor and needy around you.  If you would just tuck up your sleeves for work, and go and tell the Gospel to dying men, you would find your spiritual health mightily restored, for very much of the sickness of Christians comes through their having nothing to do.  All feeding and no working makes men spiritual dyspeptics.  Be idle, careless, with nothing to live for, nothing to care for, no sinner to pray for, no backslider to lead back to the cross, no trembler to encourage, no little child to tell of a Savior, no gray-headed man to enlighten in the things of God, no object, in fact, to live for; and who wonders if you begin to groan, and to murmur, and to look within, until you are ready to die of despair.






Charles H. Spurgeon
Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to use the gifts the Spirit has given you in order to serve in the body of Christ.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the responsibility of all believers to serve in the body of Christ.





Understand the purpose of the Holy Spirit’s giving of gifts.





Understand the various kinds of gifts that the Holy Spirit gives.











	














Spiritual gifts are not special powers that Christians possess and then use at their own impulse; rather, they are channels through which the Holy Spirit ministers.  Therefore, different gifts may be given at different moments or over different periods in a believer’s life.  





DIVINE AUTHORITY





UNDER BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 





LEVEL 4: General, every believer





LEVEL 3: Special, pastors, teachers, elders, deacons





LEVEL 2: Apostolic, Apostles and “apostolic men”





Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.				


1 Peter 4:10








Apostles were men who were sent out as witnesses to the resurrected Jesus Christ.  These were the men through whom the New Testament Scriptures were written.  The office of apostle was foundational to the building of the Church, and has therefore ceased because the foundation has been laid (Ephesians 2:20).





LEVEL 1: Messianic, Jesus Christ





All Christians Are Called To Ministry








( With minor alterations, this diagram comes from the work, “Modern Spiritual Gifts as Analogous to Apostolic Gifts: Affirming Extraordinary Works of the Spirit within Cessationist Theology,” by Dr. Vern S. Poythress.


( I am using this term in the way that Dr. Poythress uses it, to refer to gifts that do not carry with them a special office within the Church.





