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SaLT: Unit 3, Session 16





          Among the Body

Discipline To Restore

Devotional Prelude

Scripture Readings

1


“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen to even the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”
Matthew 18:15-17
2

“Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.

“Do not go about spreading slander among your people.


“Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life.  I am the Lord.


“Do not hate your brother in your heart.  Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.


“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself.  I am the Lord.”










Leviticus 19:15-18
Thoughts and Meditations

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Preparatory Questions

1. What is the difference between punishment and discipline?
2. Who in the Church is called to confront sin?
3. How is the act of confrontation done in a loving way?
4. What are the appropriate steps in dealing with a Christian who will not repent?
5. What are the potential results when a church ignores the responsibility of discipline within its community?

Scripture Memorization



Lesson


Outline of Lesson

Texts for Study

OLD TESTAMENT




EPISTLES



1. Leviticus 19:15-18



1.   Romans 2:23-24

2. Deuteronomy 19:15



2.   1 Corinthians 5







3.   Galatians 2:11-14
GOSPELS





4.   Galatians 6:1
1. Matthew 18:15-17




5.   1 Timothy 5:19-20
2. Mark 12:29-31




6.   Titus 1:5-16

3. Luke 17:3





7.   Titus 3:9-11
4. John 1:14





8.   James 5:20

5. John 14:23-24




6. John 15:12-13





Outline of Lesson

I. The Church is responsible for upholding standards of doctrine and conduct (Titus 1:5-16).
A. This is why there are high standards for church leaders (Titus 1:5-9).

B. This is why people within the church community must be confronted and disciplined (Titus 1:10-16).

C. Failure to uphold such standards and to perform church discipline properly leads to an unhealthy community where:

1. People are left to live in sin and error (James 5:20);

2. People are harmfully affected by the sins of others (1 Corinthians 5:1-2, 6);

3. The name of God is dishonored (Romans 2:23-24).
· Can you think of any other dangerous effects that might come from ignoring the process of discipline within the Church?

II. Proper church discipline is rooted in love (Mark 12:29-31; Leviticus 19:17-18).
A. Proper church discipline is an expression of love for God because it involves obedience to His Word (John 14:23-24; 15:12-13).
B. Proper church discipline is an expression of love for our neighbors because it has in mind the goals of restoration and reconciliation (Leviticus 19:17-18; Matthew 18:15; Galatians 6:1).
1. We should lovingly want the people restored to right behavior.

2. We should lovingly want people reconciled to others and to God.

· In his book Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands, Paul David Tripp notes that we fail to confront each other because we have yielded to forms of hatred, both passive and active.  He uses the passage in Leviticus 19:15-18 to point out examples of hatred such as favoritism, bearing a grudge, injustice, gossip and revenge.  Explain how these examples are rooted in hatred, and how they keep us from loving our neighbors through the process of gentle rebuke.
III. Scripture provides for us a progressive method for exercising proper church discipline (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5; 1 Timothy 5:19-20; Titus 3:9-11).
A. If we have firsthand knowledge of someone’s sin, we should first go to them in private (Matthew 18:15; Luke 17:3).
B. If he/she does not listen, then we should take one or two others along (Matthew 18:16; Deuteronomy 19:15).

C. If he/she still does not listen, then we should involve the church body (Matthew 18:17).
1. This might first involve only the church leaders (Titus 1:10-16), in keeping with the natural progression of using the smallest group possible.

2. This might then be a matter for the whole church community to deal with.

D. If he/she still does not listen, the church should exclude him/her from fellowship (Matthew 18:17; 1 Corinthians 5:5).

IV. As we go to confront someone in love, we should be mindful of our own hearts (Galatians 6:1).
A. We should begin with prayer and self-examination, confessing our own sin and asking God for the grace to be used in this process.

B. We should go in a spirit of tenderness (Galatians 6:1).

C. We should incarnate the love of Christ, being full of grace and truth (John 1:14).

D. We should communicate the goal of the process, which is restoration (Galatians 6:1).
· According to the Scriptural model of loving relationships, should the process of rebuke and confrontation be a radical, unusual moment of blatant honesty, or should it be a normal, ongoing aspect of the relationship?

Personal Reflection
Summary

Write a personal summary of what you have learned (This might include points of agreement, 
disagreement, confusion, and further questions for prayer and study).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Questions to Consider
· What scares you the most about your responsibility to lovingly confront those who are caught up in sin?  What is the Scriptural solution for the relief of those fears?

· Are you someone who takes rebuke well in your own life?  If not, then why? How can you grow to let people love you in this way?

· Have there been times in your life when you wished someone had come to you in love and confronted you about something in your life that you couldn’t see?  Does this help you see the importance of loving rebuke?

· Have you ever seen church discipline done poorly?  How so?  What might you learn from that experience?

Thoughts for Reflection

But God has put this word into the mouth of others in order that it may be communicated to us.  When one person is struck by the word, he speaks it to others.  God has willed that we should seek and find his living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of a man.  Therefore the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word to him.  He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth.


… And that also clarifies the goal of all Christian community: they meet one another as bringers of the message of salvation.





Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35).  The “love” of which He spoke is not a vague sort of public niceness, niceness that appears to care but refuses to do anything unsettling.  No, this is the sort of love that God has shown us, a tenacious commitment to another that manifests itself by turning light where only darkness was desired.  If this occurred more often in churches, it might actually begin to communicate to those watching that we love each other as much as we claim.






Brian Habig and Les Newsom, The Enduring 









Community 

Effective biblical confrontation often begins before we speak.  How we live with one another from day to day sets the stage for the way our words will be received.  There is no separation between our daily lives and God’s redemptive work.  We don’t advance our own wills in “normal” situations and self-consciously serve the Lord in “ministry.”  This divided world is a fabrication of the Enemy.






Paul David Tripp, Instruments in the Redeemer’s 







Hands  

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to gain a biblical perspective on church discipline, and to love your neighbor through mutual correction.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the Church’s responsibility to uphold Christian standards of doctrine and conduct.





Understand the motivation behind proper church discipline.





Understand the process of proper church discipline.











	





























“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.”				


Matthew 18:15








“Church discipline is not an excuse to air grievances, but a grace that God gives to bring about unity in the body….  Therefore, the spirit of church discipline has restoration as its goal and longs for the connectedness that comes from perpetually repentant people.” 





- Brian Habig and Les Newsome, The Enduring Community 





“The purpose of discipline in the Church is twofold.  In the first place it seeks to carry into effect the law of Christ concerning the admission and exclusion of members; and in the second place it aims at promoting the spiritual edification of the members of the Church by securing their obedience to the laws of Christ.  Both these aims are subservient to a higher end, namely, the maintenance of the holiness of the Church of Jesus Christ.”





Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology





The Church Must Confront Sin In Its Community








