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Among the Body: Lesson 14
Of Shepherds and Servants


Outline of Lesson

Texts for Study
1. Philippians 2:9-11



11.  Acts 20:17, 28

2. Ephesians 1:19-23



12.  James 5:14

3. Colossians 1:15-18



13.  1 Peter 5:1-4

4. John 14:21-14




14.  Titus 1:5-7

5. Matthew 10:1-7



15.  1 Timothy 3:1-7

6. 1 Corinthians 15:7-9



16.  1 Timothy 5:17

7. Acts 15:1-35




17.  1 Timothy 3:2

8. Acts 1:1-3




18.  Titus 1:9

9. Acts 26:15-18




19.  Acts 6:1-6

10. Acts 14:21-23




20.  1 Timothy 3:8-13

Outline of Lesson
I. The Head of the Church is Jesus Christ.

A. All things have been placed under the dominion of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2:9-11; Ephesians 1:19b-23; Colossians 1:15-17).
B. Jesus Christ is the authority over the Church (Ephesians 1:19b-23; Colossians 1:18). 

II. Jesus Christ leads His Church through His Word and His appointed leaders.
A. Jesus Christ leads His Church through His Word (John 14:21-24).
· What role should Scripture play in the way the Church worships, thinks, and is organized?

B. Jesus Christ leads His Church through His appointed leaders.

1. Jesus appointed apostles to lead His Church (Matthew 10:1-7; 1 Corinthians 15:7-9; Acts 15:1-35).
a. An apostle had to witness the resurrected Jesus Christ (Acts 1:1-3, 22; Acts 26:15-16).

b. An apostle had to be personally commissioned as such by Jesus Christ (Matthew 10:1-7; Acts 26:16-18). 
· According to our study, how were the apostles unique in their leadership of the Christ’s Church?

2. Jesus appoints elders to lead His Church.

a. The apostles, by virtue of the authority of Jesus Christ, established the office of elder to oversee and shepherd local churches (Acts 14:21-23; Acts 20:17, 28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-2a).

b. Elders must be appointed following Biblical criteria (Titus 1:5-7a; 1 Timothy 3:1-7).
c. The main functions of elders are spiritual in nature, ruling and teaching (1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9).
3. Jesus appoints deacons to lead His Church.

a. The apostles, by virtue of the authority of Jesus Christ, established the office of deacon to serve in the normal management of local churches (Acts 6:1-6; Philippians 1:1).

b. Deacons must be appointed following Biblical criteria (1 Timothy 3:8-13).

III. We must submit to Jesus Christ by submitting to both His Word and His appointed leaders (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13).
· Do you think that submission to church authorities is a priority for most Christians today?  Why or why not?
· What are the benefits, both individually and communally, when Christians take seriously Paul’s message to” obey your leaders and submit to their authority”?
Questions to Consider

1.
What are some practical ways in which you can more fully place yourself under the authority of God’s ordained leaders?
2.      
If the elders in a church are charged with the responsibility of overseeing 
the work of the church, and, if one of the unique works of the church is the 
teaching of God’s Word, then how might our current lesson affect or be 
applied to a fraternity or sorority Bible study where God’s Word is being 
taught?


3.
Why do you think most people have such a hard time with the idea of 


submission?  
Thoughts for Reflection
“Christ is the church’s only King and Head; and this implies that its affairs must be regulated by His mind and will revealed in His word….  The office-bearers of the church are not lords over God’s heritage: they have no dominion over men’s faith; they have no jurisdiction over the conscience; they are the mere interpreters of Christ’s word, the mere administrators of the laws that He has enacted.”


William Cunningham
“The question before us involves what our view is of the leaders God has placed over us in the local church.  Are they men through whom the Lord Jesus Christ exercises His loving authority over me, or are they merely another set of people in my life whom I critique, then ignore?  The way we answer these questions will communicate what we really believe about the headship of Jesus Christ over His church.”




Brian Habig and Les Newsom, The Enduring 









Community
Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to submit yourself to the structure through which Christ has built His Church. 





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand Christ’s authority in the context of His Church.





Understand the way in which Christ’s authority is carried out in the Church.





Understand our response to Christ’s authority in the Church.








	






































God Gives Leaders to His Church








