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Among the Body: Lesson 13
The Bride of Christ



Outline of Lesson

Texts for Study
1. Ephesians 2:11-22




8.  Revelation 2-3



2. Romans 9:1-8




9.  Matthew 7:15-23

3. Galatians 3:26-29




10. Hebrews 10:25

4. Hebrews 12:22-24




11. Ephesians 5:25-27

5. 1 Corinthians 1:2




12. 1 Corinthians 12:12-20

6. 2 Timothy 4:1-5




13. 1 Timothy 3:14-15

7. Matthew 28:18-20




14. Romans 11:17-24

Outline of Lesson
I. The Church is the community of all true believers throughout history.

A. The Greek word for “church” is “ekklesia,” meaning “a summoned assembly.”

B. The people of God of all ages are one body – the body of Christ – and the body of Christ is the Church (Romans 2:28-29; 9:1-8; 11:11-24; Galatians 3:26-29; Ephesians 2:11-16).

1. The Old Testament







2.
The Day of Pentecost






3.

The Present Age




II. The Church is both invisible and visible.

A. The invisible church is the church as God sees it, made up of every true believer saved through the blood of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 12:22-24).

B. The visible church is the church as we see it, made up of those who profess belief in Jesus along with their children.

1. The visible church is made up of local churches (1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1).
2. Local churches are distinguished by three important marks.

a. The Preaching of the Word.

· The preaching of God’s Word is central to the life of a church in maturity (2 Timothy 4:1-5; 1 Timothy 4:13).

· The preaching of God’s Word is central to the mission of a church in evangelism (Romans 10:14-17; Matthew 28:18-20; John 17:20).

b. The Administration of the Sacraments.
c. The Oversight of Ordained Leaders.

3. Local churches may be more or less pure depending on their level of conformity to God’s revealed will (Revelation 2-3).

4. The Bible warns about unbelievers within the visible church (Acts 20:29-30; Matthew 7:15-23).
5. Being an integral part of the visible church is extremely important.

a. It was the custom of Jesus (Luke 4:16).

b. It was the habit of early believers (Hebrews 10:25).
•   What are the distinguishing characteristics that cause people to choose a local 
church in today’s culture?
•   What do you think should be legitimate considerations when choosing a local church?
•   Do you think church membership is important?  Why or why not?
III. The Bible provides many metaphors to help us understand God’s idea of the Church.

A. The Church is a Bride (Ephesians 5:25-27; 2 Corinthians 11:2)

· What does this image reveal about Jesus’ feelings towards the Church?
B. The Church is a Body (Ephesians 4:3-6; 1 Corinthians 12:12-20).

· What is the major principle that Paul is trying to draw our attention to with this image?
C. The Church is a Family (2 Corinthians 6:18; 1 Timothy 5:1-2).

· How might the idea of a family change the way you approach relationships within the Church?
D. The Church is a Building (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Timothy 3:14-15).

· What is the foundation on which the building is built in Ephesians 2:19-22?  What do you think Paul means here?
· What does 1 Timothy 3:14-15 reveal about the mission and purpose of the Church?
E. The Church is an Olive Tree (Romans 11:17-24).

· How does this image help us to understand our connection with the saints of the Old Testament?
Questions to Consider

1.
Has this lesson helped you to understand your relationship to Old Testament believers?  Do you think that this new understanding will help in reading and applying the Old Testament to your life?  How so?

2.      What is the complaint that you hear most often associated with the church?

           How might you answer that complaint in light of Scriptural testimony?

3.    Did any of the metaphors for the church give you a new appreciation for the 

         local church you currently attend?  Which metaphor shed the most light on

         the doctrine of the church for you?

Hiding His Word

Thoughts for Reflection

“You cannot have God for your Father unless you have the church for your mother.”


Cyprian

“If Jesus loved the Church enough to die for it, then we can love it enough to be patient with it.”




James Elkin

“Some Christians are rather like a man going through a mid-life crisis who dreams of a perfect woman to replace his aging wife; the concept of a perfect ‘invisible’ church is used to rationalize abandonment of what is, to all appearances, a sagging, wrinkled, ‘visible’ church.

Nowhere, to be sure, do the New Testament writers flinch from a full acknowledgement of sin and turmoil within the church.  The apostles would have no doubt grimly nodded if told of some wit’s suggestion that the church is like Noah’s ark: if it weren’t for the rain outside, you couldn’t stand the stench inside.”


Peter J. Leithart, The Kingdom and the Power

“The pattern of congregational life established by the beginning of the Middle Ages… has resulted in an individualistic spirituality that the church has never quite abandoned.  In this model of the Christian life the individual believer is connected to the source of grace like a diver who draws his air supply from the other divers working around him.  If their air supply is cut off, this does not damage him nor can he share with them the air that he receives.  The situation would be no different if he were working alone a hundred miles away.”

“The organic metaphor for the church used by Paul absolutely negates this conception by asserting that grace is conveyed through the body of Christ along horizontal channels as well as through the vertical relationship of each believer to God.  No individual, congregation or denomination of Christians is spiritually independent of the others… Therefore, ‘the normal Christian life’ is not simply a function of an individual believer’s relationship to God.  If he is isolated from Christians around him who are designed to be part of the system through which he receives grace, or if those Christians are themselves spiritually weak, he cannot be as strong and as filled with the Spirit as he otherwise would be.”

Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of Spiritual Life: An

Evangelical Theology of Renewal

“I have heard of some who stay away because the church is not perfect.  Are you perfect?  Why, if the church were perfect, we should not endure you in it!  I have no doubt that you will find the church quiet as perfect as you are.”




Charles Spurgeon

“The written Scriptures are to be our guide for message and method.  We go to the Scriptures to understand the gospel, but we also go to the Scriptures to understand how we evangelize, how we preach, how we help the souls of distressed people, and we worship the living and true God acceptably.  Today we go to many sources to address these and related issues…”

“Today’s evangelicalism treats experience as final authority.  Have you been born again?  Have you been led by God?  Has God spoken to your heart?  Did you feel good about the worship (praise, celebration, or seeker) service?  Does the music move you personally?  Are your kids excited about the programs?  Rarely do we examine matters of religious faith and practice by the Scripture-alone principle.”

John Armstrong, The Coming Evangelical Crisis

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to understand more fully God’s concept of the Church. 





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the definition of the church, and who is included in this definition.





Understand the difference between the church as we see it and the church as God sees it.





Understand some important aspects of the church as revealed through biblical images.








	











True Israel





Natural Israel





Gentile


Nations





National Israel





True Israel = The Church





Gentile


Nations





National Israel





True Church = True Israel





Gentile Nations





The Church is the People of God





“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25)








