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Growing Up: Lesson 11

Three Real Enemies


Texts for Study

1. Romans 6:1-7

2. Colossians 2:9-12

3. Galatians 5:16-26

4. Romans 6:11-14

5. Romans 7:15-21

6. James 1:13-14

7. Romans 8:12-15, 26-27

8. John 16:13-15

9. 1 Corinthians 2:12

10. John 16:8

11. Isaiah 6:1-6

12. Job 42:5-6

13. Ephesians 1:13-14

14. Matthew 4:1-11

15. 2 Corinthians 4:4

16. Ephesians 6:10-18

17. 1 Peter 5:8-9

18. James 4:7

19. 1 John 4:4

20. Colossians 2:15

21. 1 John 3:8

22. Revelation 20:10

23. Ephesians 2:1-2

24. Romans 12:2

25. 1 John 2:15-17

26. Matthew 5:13-16

27. 1 Peter 2:11-12

28. Matthew 6:13

29. Hebrews 4:15

30. 1 Corinthians 10:13

Outline of Lesson

I. We are at war with the SINFUL NATURE.

A. Sin no longer has dominion over us (Romans 6:1-7; Colossians 2:9-12; Galatians 5:24).  

B. However, we still possess a sinful nature that has cravings and desires (Romans 6:11-14; 7:21-15; Galatians 5:16-17; James 1:13-14).

C. We must fight the sinful nature with the power of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26; Romans 8:12-14).

1. The Holy Spirit leads us to Jesus (John 16:13-15), and to a deeper understanding of God’s grace on our behalf (1 Corinthians 2:12).  He quenches our thirst for sin through a grateful heart.

2. The Holy Spirit leads us to consider the greatness and holiness of God (John 16:8).  He quenches our thirst for sin through holy reverence (Isaiah 6:1-6; Job 42:5-6).

3. The Holy Spirit leads us to call out to God as Father in distress over our sin (Romans 8:14-15, 26-27).  He quenches our thirst for sin through intimate relationship.

4.  The Holy Spirit leads us to assurance regarding our final deliverance from sin and the inheritance we share in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:13-14).  He quenches our thirst for sin through joyful expectation.

II. We are at war with SATAN and his army of DEMONS.

A. Satan is the leader of the spiritual forces of evil who oppose the work of God (Matthew 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 6:10-12).

B. The two major ministries of Satan are deception and discouragement (Ephesians 6:11; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:14; Job)

C. We must fight Satan and his army through the spiritual resources we have been given in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Peter 5:8-9; James 4:7).

D. We can expect triumph over Satan and his army of demons, giving us encouragement to persevere in our temptations and trials (1 John 4:4; Colossians 2:15; 1 John 3:8; Revelation 20:10). 

III. We are at war with the WORLD.

A. The term “world” often refers to the world of sinful mankind dominated by the rule of Satan; the corrupt culture in which we live (Ephesians 2:1-2; Romans 12:2).

B. The world is a place of supreme temptation and distraction (1 John 2:15-17).

1. Lust of the flesh.

2. Lust of the eyes.

3. Boastful pride of life.

C. We must fight the temptations of the world, not by withdrawing from the world (Matthew 5:13-16; 1 Peter 2:11-12), but by trusting God to renew our minds (Romans 12:2) and lead us out of temptation (Matthew 6:13; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Corinthians 10:13).

Principles to Live By
1.
Because sin no longer has dominion over us, we must fight the cravings of the sinful nature by staying alert to its many deceptions, and by yielding to the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

2.       Because Satan is bent on destroying us through deception and

 
discouragement, we must take his attacks seriously, learn his strategies

 
well, and trust in the Lord’s provision and strength as our line of defense.

3.       Because the world is a place of temptation and distraction, we must

 
remain focused on the task of building God’s Kingdom as we trust Him to

 
deliver us from worldly snares.

Questions to Consider

1.
What do you think is the most frustrating thing about the indwelling sin in your life?   

2.       Many Christians think that spiritual growth is about gaining victory over a

particular sin and then moving on to the next one until life becomes free from struggle.  What do you think after studying what the Bible has to say about the sinful nature?

3.        C. S. Lewis once wrote: “There are two equal and opposite errors into

which our race can fall about the devils.  One is to disbelieve their existence.  The  other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.  They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.”  To which error do you most often fall prey?

4.       What are some areas in our society today that you suspect to be under

 
strong demonic influence?  How do you think Satan works in your life to

 
oppose the work of the Lord?  

5.       In what ways does the pattern of the world entice you personally?  In         

            what ways do you see many Christians conforming to this pattern?

Hiding His Word


Thoughts for Reflection

“So we see that though sin no longer has dominion over us, it wages its guerilla warfare against us.  If left unchecked, it will defeat us.  Our recourse against this warfare is to deal swiftly and firmly with the first motions of indwelling sin.  If temptation finds any lodging place in the soul, it will use that to lead us into sin…”


“Furthermore, we must never consider that our fight against sin is at an end.  The heart is unsearchable, our evil desires are unsatiable, and our reason is constantly in danger of being deceived.  Well did Jesus say, ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation’ (Matthew 26:41).  And Solomon warned us, ‘Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life’ (Proverbs 4:23).”






Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness

“A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means.  This is an obvious lie.  Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is.  After all, you find out the strength of the German army by fighting against it, not by giving in.  You find out the strength of a wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying down.  A man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour later.  That is why bad people, in one sense, know very little about badness.  They have lived a sheltered life by always giving in.  We never find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it; and Christ, because He was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what temptation means – the only complete realist.”






C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

“The Bible warns us that Satan disguises himself as an angel of light; that is, he manifests himself under the auspices of good.  Satan does not go about looking like some caricatured, grotesque person in a red flannel suit with horns and a pitchfork, but rather he’s much more seductive and clever than that, appearing as the Scriptures tell us as an angel of light to deceive if possible even the elect of God.  So we need to be aware of the subtleties of the one who is the prince of darkness and the prince of falsehood.”






R. C. Sproul, Now That’s a Good Question

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to recognize and combat the forces of evil at work within and around you.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the sinful nature, its power, and ways to fight it.





Understand Satan, his strategies, and ways to fight him.





Understand the world, its temptations, and ways to fight it..








	











We Are Fighting a Spiritual Battle





“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)








