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Growing Up: Lesson 9

New Status, New Experience


Texts for Study

1. Galatians 3:26-28

2. Romans 5:1-2

3. Romans 4:4-8

4. Philippians 3:7-9

5. John 1:12

6. 1 John 3:1

7. Philippians 1:4-5

8. John 10:27-29

9. Ephesians 1:13-14

10. Romans 8:14-17

11. Matthew 6:9-13

12. Matthew 6:25-34

13. Hebrews 12:7-11

Outline of Lesson

I. We have a NEW STATUS.

A. We are in right legal standing before God (Romans 5:1-2). Justification
1. Our sins have been forgiven (Romans 4:4-8).

2. The righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us (Romans 4:4-8; Philippians 3:7-9).

B. We are members of God’s family (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1; Galatians 3:26-28).  Adoption
C. The basis of our new status before God is God’s faithfulness on our behalf (Philippians 1:4-5; John 10:27-29; Ephesians 1:13-14).

II. Our new status results in a NEW RELATIONSHIP.

A. God is our Father, and we are His children (John 1:12; 1 John 3:1; Galatians 3:26-28).

B. The Holy Spirit bears witness to our new relationship (Romans 8:14-17).

III. Our new status results in a NEW EXPERIENCE.

A. The experience of prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Romans 8:15).

We pray to our heavenly Father.

B. The experience of security (Matthew 6:25-34).

We rest in our Father’s care.

C. The experience of discipline (Hebrews 12:7-11).

We endure Fatherly discipline as a demonstration of His love.

D. The experience of joy (1 John 3:1).

We rejoice in His great love for us.

Principles to Live By
1. God has not only declared us righteous in His sight, but He has made us His children as well.

2. We have the privilege of being led by the Holy Spirit as a benefit of our new relationship to God.

3. Because God is our Father, we can approach Him in prayer with the assurance that He cares deeply for us.

Questions to Consider

1. Do you sometimes feel as if your status before God changes based on your obedience or rebellion?  How does it make you feel to know that your status before God is secure and does not change?

2.       Do you have a hard time thinking of God as your Father?  Why do you

 
think it is important that we understand our relationship with God through

 
this grid?

3.         How might the doctrine of adoption diffuse discrimination against people

of other races or other socioeconomic positions?  

4.
How does the doctrine of adoption encourage us to look at our sufferings

 
and hardships?  How might we look at those differently if our status

 
before God was not secured?

4.      How does the idea of fearing God make sense within the context of

 
adoption?

Hiding His Word


Thoughts for Reflection

“You sum up the whole of the New Testament teaching in a single phrase, if you speak of it as revelation of the Fatherhood of the holy Creator.  In the same way, you sum up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the knowledge of God as one’s holy Father.  If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.  If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all.  For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God.  ‘Father’ is the Christian name for God.”

J. I. Packer, Knowing God

“Because Christ is the only life in me, what I do in the flesh does not change my status with God.  By striving to do what God requires, and by God’s disciplining me, more of my old, dead ‘husk’ identity is being stripped away and more of the living Christ in me is being revealed (the old me is decreasing that he might increase).  Still, because Jesus loved me and gave himself for me that he might be my identity, God already loves me completely.  That privileged status does not change, even though my progressive sanctification will not be complete until I am with him in glory.”






Bryan Chapell, Holiness By Grace

“God is no longer our Judge, who through the law has condemned and imprisoned us.  God is no longer our Tutor, who through the law restrains and chastises us.  God is now our Father, who in Christ has accepted and forgiven us.  We no longer fear Him, dreading the punishment we deserve; we love Him, with deep filial devotion.”






John Stott, The Message of Galatians

“O how shall I the goodness tell,

Father, which Thou to me hast showed?

That I, a child of wrath and hell,

I should be called a child of God.”






Charles Wesley

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to understand your experience in terms of your status before God.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the term Justification, that we are declared righteous before God.





Understand the term Adoption, that we are brought into the family of God.





Understand that our new status provides for us a new relationship to God.





Understand that our new relationship provides for us a new experience of God.





	











God Has Made Us His Children





“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God.” (1 John 3:1)








