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No Other Gospel: Lesson 8

Saving Faith


Texts for Study

1. James 2:14-19

2. Romans 8:30

3. John 6:44

4. 1 Peter 2:9

5. Romans 10:14-17

6. 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

7. James 1:18

8. John 1:13

9. John 3:3-8

10. 1 Peter 1:23

11. Ephesians 2:1-9

12. Colossians 2:13

13. Acts 16:14

14. Ezekiel 36:24-28

15. 2 Corinthians 5:17

16. John 12:42-43

17. Luke 8:11-15

18. Acts 20:21

19. Matthew 7:15-23

20. Isaiah 55:6-7

21. Mark 8:34

22. 2 Corinthians 7:9-10

Outline of Lesson

I. Saving Faith comes from hearing God’s Word.  Effectual Calling
A. God calls those He has chosen (Romans 8:30; John 6:44; 1 Peter 2:9).

B. God calls those He has chosen through the proclamation of His Word (Romans 10:14-17; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; James 1:18).

II. Saving Faith is made possible by a changed heart.  Regeneration
A. Scripture testifies to this in many ways.

1. We must be “born again” (John 1:13; 3:3-8; 1 Peter 1:23).

2. We must be “made alive” (Ephesians 2:1-5; Colossians 2:13).

3. Our hearts must be “opened” (Acts 16:14)

4. We must be “made new” (Ezekiel 36:24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:17).

B. This is totally a work of God (see above references; Ephesians 2:8-9).

III. Saving Faith is accompanied by repentance.  Conversion
A. Not all faith is genuine (John 12:42-43; James 2:14-19; Luke 8:11-15).

B. Genuine faith is proved by repentance (Acts 20:21; Matthew 7:15-23; Isaiah 55:6-7; Mark 8:34).  A Penitent Faith
C. Repentance is the fruit of godly sorrow as opposed to worldly sorrow (2 Corinthians 7:9-10).  A Believing Repentance
Principles to Live By

1.
God’s Word is the vehicle through which He calls sinners to Himself.

2. God must give us a new heart in order for us to respond to the gospel in faith.

3. True faith is demonstrated through repentance, forsaking a life of sin and self-reliance in favor of a life dedicated to loving and obeying God.

Questions to Consider

1.
How did you first hear the Gospel in a way that really affected you?  Describe the uniqueness of your personal experience.

2.       Why is it necessary that our hearts be changed prior to conversion?  

3.       After learning about the doctrine of regeneration as presented in Scripture,

 
why is prayer so important in the ministry of evangelism?

4.       What would you say to someone who takes partial credit for their

salvation, arguing that they were the ones who produced the faith necessary for salvation?

5.       Many people who claim Christ as their Savior are not at all bothered by

their sin unless it works to their own disadvantage.  In other words, while asserting faith in Jesus, they do not live as if He is their Lord.  How would you explain this phenomenon?  What would you say to someone whose life demonstrates no evidence of growth, yet he/she freely confesses Christ?

Hiding His Word


Thoughts for Reflection


“True salvation produces a heart that voluntarily responds to the ever-awakening reality of Christ’s lordship.  Because we are sinful creatures, we can never respond as obediently as we like.  In fact, we often experience pathetic failures and extended periods of spiritual dullness and sin.  But if we are true believers, we can never again fall into the cold, hardhearted, determined unbelief and rebellion of our former state.  Those who live like that have no reason to think they have ever been redeemed.”


“Moreover, the message of salvation includes a call to surrender to Jesus as Lord.  Those who would come to him for salvation must be willing to acquiesce to his sovereign authority.  Those who reject his right to rule cannot expect to lay claim to him as Savior.”






John MacArthur, The Gospel According to Jesus

“Regeneration is the act of God and of God alone.  But faith is not the act of God; it is not God who believes in Christ for salvation, it is the sinner.  It is by God’s grace that a person is able to believe but faith is an activity on the part of the person and of him alone.  In faith we receive and rest upon Christ alone for salvation.”

“It might be said: this is a strange mixture.  God alone regenerates.  We alone believe.  And we believe in Christ alone for salvation.  But this is precisely the way it is.  It is well for us to appreciate all that is implied in the combination, for it is God’s way of salvation and it expresses his supreme wisdom and grace.  In salvation God does not deal with us as machines; he deals with us as persons and therefore salvation brings the whole range of our activity within its scope.  By grace we are saved through faith (cf. Eph. 2:8).”




John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and

 Applied

“There is none under a covenant of grace that dare allow himself in any sin; for if a man should negligently commit any sin, the Lord will school him thoroughly and make him sadly to apprehend how he has made bold with the treasures of the grace of God. Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  God forbid: None that has a portion in the grace of God dareth therefore allow himself in sin; but if through strength of temptation he be at any time carried aside, it is his greatest burden.”






John Cotton, A Treatise of the Covenant of Grace


“The nature of Christ’s salvation is woefully misrepresented by the present-day ‘evangelist.’  He announces a Savior from Hell, rather than a Savior from sin.  And that is why so many are fatally deceived, for there are multitudes who wish to escape the Lake of fire who have no desire to be delivered from their carnality and worldliness…  Christ is a Savior for those realizing something of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, who feel the awful burden of it on their conscience, who loathe themselves for it, who long to be freed from its terrible dominion; and a Savior for no others.”






A. W. Pink, Studies on Saving Faith


“Note now the order: first God gives me light to see the goodness and righteousness of the law, and mine own sin and unrighteousness.  Out of which knowledge springeth repentance… Then the same Spirit worketh in mine heart, trust and confidence to believe the mercy of God and his truth, that he will do as he hath promised, which belief saveth me.”






William Tyndale
Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to understand your conversion experience so that you can rightfully acknowledge God’s work in your life.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the application of salvation.





Understand the term Effectual Calling, and how God calls us to Himself.





Understand the term Regeneration, and why a changed heart is necessary for salvation.





Understand the term Conversion, and what the difference is between genuine and spurious faith.  





	











Salvation Comes by Grace through Faith





“Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’” (Mark 8:34)








