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No Other Gospel: Lesson 7

It Is Finished!


Texts for Study

1. Romans 3:21-26

2. Ephesians 1:5

3. 2 Peter 2:4

4. John 3:16

5. Romans 5:8

6. Habakkuk 1:13

7. Romans 6:23

8. Matthew 26:39

9. Luke 24:25-26

10. Hebrews 10:1-4

11. Isaiah 53:5

12. 1 Peter 2:23-24

13. 2 Corinthians 5:21

14. Galatians 3:13

15. Hebrews 9:26-28

16. 1 John 4:10

17. 2 Corinthians 5:18

18. Mark 10:45

19. Colossians 1:13-14

20. Romans 5:18-19

21. Philippians 3:7-9

22. Psalm 15

Outline of Lesson

I. The Atonement was caused by the good pleasure of God.

A. God was not forced to save anyone (Ephesians 1:5; 2 Peter 2:4).

B. God chose to save according to His love (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; Ephesians 1:5).

II. The Atonement was necessary for our salvation.

A. God is perfectly just, and therefore cannot overlook sin (Habakkuk 1:13a; Romans 3:23-26; 6:23).

B. Scripture testifies that there was no other way (Matthew 26:39; Luke 24:25-26; Hebrews 10:1-4).

III. The Atonement is perfect in its nature.

A. Jesus Christ fully suffered in our place (Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 2:23-24; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13).

1. He is our sacrifice; We deserve to die (Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:26-28).

2. He is our propitiation; We deserve to bear God’s wrath (1 John 4:10; Romans 3:25).

3. He is our reconciliation; We are separated from God (2 Corinthians 5:18).

4. He is our redemption; We are in bondage to sin and Satan (Mark 10:45; Colossians 1:13-14).

B. Jesus Christ fully obeyed in our place (Romans 3:21-22; 5:18-19; Philippians 3:7-9). 

1. We need perfect righteousness to merit God’s blessing (Psalm 15).

2. We need Jesus’ record of obedience to be righteous (Romans 5:19; Philippians 3:7-9).


Principles to Live By
1. We were not saved on account of who we are or what we have done, but because God has been pleased to use us as a testimony to His grace.  We must therefore celebrate Him as the only author of our salvation.

2. Because Jesus has suffered in our place, we can rest assured that our sins have been properly punished and that we have been forgiven.

3. Because Jesus has obeyed in our place, we can be confident that our position before God will never change, and that we will remain in a right relationship with God forever.

Questions to Consider

1.
Many people consider Jesus’ primary task to be that of a role model, teaching us how to live and love.  After participating in this lesson, would you object to this interpretation of Jesus?  How might you challenge those who entertain this assumption?   

2.       Are you convinced that Christ’s sufferings were enough to pay the penalty

 
for your sins?  Do you ever struggle with being free from the guilt of your

 
past rebellion, finding it hard to believe that God’s wrath has been turned

away from you?

3.       Are you convinced that Christ’s righteousness has been imputed to you?

  
Do you feel as if you are constantly trying to earn God’s approval through

 
your participation in spiritual activities, good deeds, and works of

 
sacrifice?  What should be one of our motives for loving God and others

 
as the Bible commands?

Hiding His Word

Thoughts for Reflection


“The wisdom of God has ordained a way for the love of God to deliver us from the wrath of God without compromising the justice of God.”






John Piper, Desiring God

“True Christian faith rests on content.  It is not a vague thing which takes the place of real understanding nor is it the strength of belief which is of value.  The true basis for faith is not the faith itself, but the work which Christ finished on the cross.”





Francis Schaeffer
“And this is righteous anger – the right reaction of moral perfection in the Creator toward moral perversity in the creature.  So far from the manifestation of God’s wrath in punishing sin being morally doubtful, the thing that would be morally doubtful would be for him not to show his wrath in this way.  God is not just – that is, he does not act in the way that is right, he does not do what is proper to a judge – unless he inflicts upon all sin and wrongdoing the penalty it deserves.”






J. I. Packer, Knowing God

“Our sins have been punished; the wheel of retribution has turned; judgment has been inflicted for our ungodliness – but on Jesus, the lamb of God, standing in our place.  In this way God is just – and the justifier of those who put faith in Jesus, who ‘was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification’ (Romans 4:25).”




J. I. Packer, Knowing God


“If Christ had only earned forgiveness of sins for us, then we would not merit heaven.  Our guilt would have been removed, but we would simply be in the position of Adam and Eve before they had done anything good or bad and before they had passed a time of probation successfully.  To be established in righteousness forever and to have their fellowship with God made sure forever, Adam and Eve had to obey God perfectly over a period of time.  Then God would have looked on their faithful obedience with pleasure and delight, and they would have lived with him in fellowship forever.”


“For this reason Christ had to live a life of perfect obedience to God in order to earn righteousness for us.  He had to obey the law for his whole life on our behalf so that the positive merits of his perfect obedience would be counted for us.”






Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to rely on the work of Jesus Christ for God’s approval and your eternal destiny.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand why God chose to save some people from experiencing His wrath.





Understand why Jesus Christ had to live and die to secure salvation.





Understand the term Atonement, and how the life and death of Jesus satisfies all requirements for salvation.





	











Jesus Christ Died as a Substitute Sacrifice





“But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (Romans 3:21-22)








