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No Other Gospel: Lesson 6

The Word Became Flesh


Texts for Study

1. John 1:1-14

2. Genesis 15:1-21

3. Genesis 3:14-15

4. Galatians 3:6-14

5. Hebrews 7:22-8:6

6. Luke 1:26-37

7. Luke 2:40

8. Matthew 4:2

9. Luke 2:52

10. John 11:35

11. Hebrews 4:15-16

12. Romans 5:18-21

13. Hebrews 2:16-17

14. Colossians 1:15-20

15. Isaiah 9:6

16. Matthew 8:26-27

17. John 8:58

18. Mark 2:5-8

19. John 16:30

20. John 2:19

21. Matthew 18:20

22. Philippians 2:5-11

23. Jonah 2:9

24. 1 Timothy 2:5

Outline of Lesson

I. After man had fallen due to sin, God promised to redeem a people for Himself.

A. This promise was made in the form of a covenant, usually referred to as the covenant of grace (Genesis 15:1-21).

B. The blessings of this covenant, namely, eternal life with God, would be made possible by a Mediator who functions as a Redeemer (Genesis 3:14-15; Galatians 3:6-14; Hebrews 7:22-8:6).

C. The condition for covenantal participation is faith (Genesis 15:6; Galatians 3:6-9).

II. Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, was fully human.

A. He was born of the Virgin Mary, who was fully human (Luke 1:26-37).

B. He possessed human weaknesses and limitations (Luke 2:40; Matthew 4:2; Luke 2:52; John 11:35; Matthew 13:53-58).

1. He possessed a human body (Luke 2:40; Matthew 4:2).

2. He possessed a human mind (Luke 2:52).

3. He possessed human emotions (John 11:35).

C. He was sinless (Hebrews 4:15).

D. His full humanity was necessary (Romans 5:18-21; Hebrews 2:16-17; Hebrews 4:15-16).

1. To fully represent us (Romans 5:18-21).

2. To be a substitute sacrifice (Hebrews 2:16-17).

3. To fulfill God’s original plan.

4. To fully sympathize with us (Hebrews 4:15-16).

III. Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, was fully God.

A. He was born of the Holy Spirit, who is fully God (Luke 1:26-37).

B. We are called to worship Him as God (John 1:1-14; Colossians 1:15-20; Isaiah 9:6).

C. He possessed attributes of Deity while on earth (Matthew 8:26-27; John 8:58; Mark 2:8; John 16:30; Mark 2:5-7; John 2:19).

1. Omnipotence (Matthew 8:26-27).

2. Eternality (John 8:58).

3. Omniscience (Mark 2:8; John 16:30).

4. Sovereignty (Mark 2:5-7).

5. Immortality (John 2:19).

6. Omnipresence (Matthew 18:20)

D. As human, Jesus gave up his status, glory, and privilege, but not His Divine attributes (Philippians 2:5-11).

E. His full Divinity was necessary (Jonah 2:9; 1 Timothy 2:5).

1. Salvation is from the Lord alone (Jonah 2:9).

2. To mediate between parties of the covenant of grace (1 Timothy 2:5).

Principles to Live By
1. Faith in the person of Jesus Christ is the only way to enter into a friendship with God.

2. Because Jesus was fully human, we can look to Him as someone who can fully sympathize with us in the midst of pain and temptation.

3. Because Jesus was fully God, we must trust Him and worship Him in the fullness of His glory.

Questions to Consider

1.
Has anything in this lesson helped you better understand the person of Jesus Christ?  Do you tend to associate Jesus more with humanity or Divinity? 

2.       How can a clearer understanding of Jesus’ humanity help you face

temptations?  Does it encourage you to know that the God of the universe can relate to you through your personal struggles and suffering?

3.       Read the quote on the next page by Nate Saint.  As you think more about

the humility of Jesus Christ in becoming fully human to pay the debt for your sins, what is the response of your heart?  Does the sacrifice he made for you give you a new outlook on the extent of your sacrifice for others?  How so?

4.
The following are some of the major historical heresies associated with the person of Jesus Christ.  Do you find any of these heresies resurfacing in modern thought and opinions?  What verses and arguments would you use to refute these ideas?

Docetism:
This movement taught that Jesus Christ could not have been human because no pure spiritual being could suffer as a man.  Their defense was founded upon the idea that Jesus only appeared human, but was really only completely divine.

Arianism:
Arianism arose in the 4th century, essentially denying the full deity of Jesus Christ.  This heresy taught that Jesus was the first and highest created being, and that he was not of the same substance as God the Father.

Appollinarianism:
Appollinarianism is also a product of the 4th century, denying once again that Jesus Christ was fully human.  Their explanation for the person of Jesus, however, was that he possessed a fully divine personality in place of a human mind.

Hiding His Word


Thoughts for Reflection


“… The second person in God, the Son, became human Himself: was born into the world as an actual man – a real man of a particular height, with hair of a particular colour, speaking a particular language, weighing so many stone.  The Eternal Being, who knows everything and who created the whole universe, became not only a man but (before that) a baby, and before that a foetus inside a Woman’s body.  If you want to get the hang of it, think how you would like to become a slug or a crab.”


“The result of this was that you now had one man who really was what all men were intended to be: one man in whom the created life, derived from his Mother, allowed itself to be completely and perfectly turned into the begotten life.  The natural human creature in Him was taken up fully into the divine Son.  Thus in one instance humanity had, so to speak, arrived: had passed into the life of Christ.  And because the whole difficulty for us is that the natural life has to be, in a sense, ‘killed,’ He chose an earthly career which involved the killing of His human desires at every turn – poverty, misunderstanding from His own family, betrayal by one of His intimate friends, being jeered at and manhandled by the Police, and execution by torture.  And then, after being this killed – killed every day in a sense – the human creature in Him, because it was united to the divine Son, came to life again.  The Man in Christ rose again: not only the God.  That is the whole point.  For the first time we saw a real man.  One tin soldier – real tin, just like the rest – had come fully and splendidly alive.”






C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

“In the year 451 A.D. the Council of Chalcedon met and formulated the faith of the Church respecting the person of Christ…  It clearly states the faith of the early Church respecting the person of Christ, but makes no attempt to explain the mystery involved, a mystery that is not susceptible of a natural explanation.  The great central miracle of history was permitted to stand forth in all its grandeur, the supreme paradox, to use Barthian language, God and man in one person.  We are simply told what Jesus is, without any attempt to show how He became what He is.  The great truth enunciated is that the eternal Son of God took upon Himself our humanity, and not, as Brunner reminds is, that the man Jesus acquired divinity.  The deliverance of the Council of Chalcedon testifies to a movement from God to man, rather than vice versa.





Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology

“If we could only grasp the significance of the Incarnation, the word sacrifice would disappear from our vocabulary.






Nate Saint
Connecting with our Past

The Chalcedonian Definition (451 A.D.)

This definition was formulated in 451 A.D. by a church council that met in the city of Chalcedon.  It was designed to protect the Church from heresy related to controversies over the person of Jesus Christ.  It has been accepted as the orthodox definition of the biblical teaching on the person of Christ by Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox branches of Christianity alike.

We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul and body; cosubstantial with the Father according to the Godhead, and cosubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God, the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the prophets from the beginning have declared concerning him, and the Lord Jesus Christ himself has taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has been handed down to us.

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to worship the person of Jesus Christ as the one Mediator between God and Man, fully divine and fully human.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to mankind.





Understand why we need a Savior who is fully human.





Understand why we need a Savior who is fully God.





	











Jesus Christ is Fully Human and Fully Divine





“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)








