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No Other Gospel: Lesson 5

Fallen


Texts for Study

1. Genesis 2:16-17

2. Genesis 3:1-24

3. Exodus 20:1-17

4. Matthew 5:20-22

5. Mark 12:28-31

6. 1 Kings 8:46

7. Jeremiah 17:9

8. Romans 3:9-18, 23

9. Romans 8:7-8

10. Ephesians 2:1-3

11. 1 John 1:8

12. Romans 6:23

Outline of Lesson

I. The definition of sin is anything less than perfect conformity to the righteousness of God in action and in attitude (Genesis 2:16-17; Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 5:20-22; Mark 12:28-31;).

A. God’s commands (i.e., the Law) show us the quality of His righteousness (Genesis 2:16-17; Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 5:20-22).

B. The summary of the Law is perfect and total love for God, and then love for others as an overflow (Mark 12:28-31).

II. The power of sin extends over all who are related to Adam  (1 Kings 8:46; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:9-18; Romans 3:23; Romans 8:7-8; Ephesians 2:1-3; 1 John 1:8).

A. All are corrupt because all are related to Adam (1 Kings 8:46; Romans 3:9-18; Romans 3:23; Romans 6:16-23; 1 John 1:8).

1. This is a corruption of our hearts (Jeremiah 17:9).

2. This means that we are spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 8:7-8; Romans 6:16-23).  

B.  All are guilty because all are related to Adam (Romans 5:12-21). 

III. The effect of sin is shame and the just outpouring of God’s wrath (Genesis 3:1-24; Ephesians 2:3).

A. Where there is sin, there is shame (Genesis 3:1-24).

B. Where there is sin, there is God’s righteous indignation (Ephesians 2:3)

C. Sin is punishable by an eternal death (Romans 6:23).

Principles to Live By
1.
We must see that sin is anything less than perfect conformity to God’s Law, and that even our most righteous acts must be confessed as unworthy offerings before God.

2.      
Because we are spiritually dead in sin, only the Holy Spirit can empower

 
us to respond to God in faith.

3.
Our sin is never without great consequence.

Questions to Consider

1. Has this lesson given you more insight into sin in your own life?  Do you tend to just see sin as an act, or do you see it as an attitude as well?  Has this lesson increased your knowledge of sin at all? 
2.
Do you feel a sense of unfairness that you are counted guilty because of

Adam’s sin?  Do you really believe that, before you were a Christian, you

 were totally unable to do any spiritual good before God? 
3.
Is it your experience today that Christians have lost sight of the

 seriousness of sin?  How important is a serious view of sin to a repentant

 heart?  Why? 

4.
Do you tend to view sin as just a “normal” act of rebellion against some

impersonal law?  Why is it important that we see sin as an act of rebellion

             against a personal Lawgiver instead?

Hiding His Word

Thoughts for Reflection


“A sin may be compared to a honeycomb.  There are as many sins within one sin as there are cells within a piece of comb.  Sin is a swarming, hiving, teeming, thing.  You can never estimate its full vileness, nor perceive all its evil bearings.  All sorts of sin may hide away in one sin.  It would puzzle all the theologians in the world to tell which sin was absent from Adam’s first offense.  I could take any pint you choose, and show that Adam sinned in that direction.  Sin is a multitudinous evil, an aggregate of all manner of filthiness, a chain with a thousand deadly links.  A sinner is like a man possessed with the devil who cries, ‘My name is Legion, for we are many’ (Mark 5:9).  It is one in evil, and yet countless in forms.”






Charles Spurgeon
“What does it mean to “fall short” of the glory of God?  It does not mean we were supposed to be as glorious as God is and have fallen short.  We ought to fall short in that sense!  The best explanation of Romans 3:23 is Romans 1:23.  It says that those who did not glorify or thank God “became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images.”  This is the way we “fall short” of the glory of God: we exchange it for something of lesser value.  All sin comes from not putting supreme value on the glory of God – this is the very essence of sin.”





John Piper, Desiring God

“It does not matter how small the sins are, provided that their cumulative effort is to edge the man away from the Light and out into nothing.  Murder is no better than lies if lying does the trick.”






C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters


“Scripture diagnoses sin as a universal deformity of human nature, found at every point in every person.  Both Testaments have names for it that display its ethical character as rebellion against God’s rule, missing the mark God set us to aim at, transgressing God’s law, disobeying God’s directives, offending God’s purity by defiling oneself, and incurring guilt before God the Judge.  This moral deformity is dynamic: sin stands revealed as an energy of irrational, negative, and rebellious reaction to God’s call and command, a spirit of fighting God in order to play God.  The root of sin is pride and enmity against God, the spirit seen in Adam’s first transgression; and sinful acts always have behind them thoughts, motives, and desires that one way or another express the willful opposition of the fallen heart to God’s claims on our lives.”







J. I. Packer, Concise Theology


“The conclusion to be drawn from these verses is that all members of the human race were represented by Adam in the time of testing in the Garden of Eden.  As our representative, Adam sinned, and God counted us guilty as well as Adam.  God counted Adam’s guilt as belonging to us, and since God is the ultimate judge of all things in the universe, and since his thoughts are always true, Adam’s guilt does in fact belong to us.  God rightly imputed Adam’s guilt to us.”







Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to recognize your own bankruptcy apart from the grace of God.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the definition and seriousness of sin.





Understand the power of sin and what we inherited from our relationship to Adam.





Understand the penalty for sin while we are on earth, and then after we depart.





	











The Whole World is Enslaved by Sin





“There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)








