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SaLT: Unit 1, Session 4





          No Other Gospel

In the Image of God

Devotional Prelude
Scripture Readings

1


Then God said. “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea, and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.

So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them.


God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”










Genesis 1:26-28
2

When I consider your heavens,

  
the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,


which you have set in place,

what is man that you are mindful of him,


the son of man that you care for him?

You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings


and crowned him with glory and honor.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands;


you put everything under his feet:

all flocks and herds,


and the beasts of the field,

the birds of the air,


and the fish of the sea,


all that swim the paths of the seas.

O Lord, our Lord,


how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Psalms 8:3-9

Thoughts and Meditations

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Preparatory Questions

1. What does it mean to be created in the image of God?

2. What is humanity’s unique calling within the created order?

Scripture Memorization


Texts for Study

1. Genesis 1:26-31

2. Genesis 2:4-25

3. Genesis 5:1-3

4. Genesis 9:6

5. Nehemiah 9:6

6. Acts 17:25-28

7. James 3:7-10

8. Colossians 1:15

9. Hebrews 1:3

Outline of Lesson

I. Man is a Created Person (Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 2:4-25; Nehemiah 9:6; Acts 17:25-28).

A. He is a Creature who is utterly dependent upon God (Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 2:7, 21-23; Nehemiah 9:6; Acts 17:25-28).

B. He is a Person who is able to make his own choices and act upon them, and who is utterly responsible for the consequences of those choices (Genesis 1:28-29; Genesis 2:15-20).

II. Man has been created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 5:1-3; Genesis 9:6; James 3:7-10; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3).

A. Man is like God and represents God (Genesis 1:26-31).  

B.  The image of God was not lost as a consequence of sin (in a structural sense), but perverted (in a functional sense) (Genesis 5:1; Genesis 9:6; James 3:7-10).

C. We can know what the image of God is by knowing Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3).

III. Man is composed of body and soul, in two genders (Gender 1:26-31; Genesis 2:4-25).

A. Every person is composed of a material body animated by an immaterial personal self (Genesis 2:7).

B. Man was created male and female, but with order.  Neither gender was created to be more valuable, but to complement one another.  (Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 2:18-25).

Principles to Live By

1.
We are utterly dependent upon God and utterly responsible for choices we make.

2.
Because we are created in the image of God, we are most human when we are most like Jesus Christ.  

3.
Because we have been created male and female, we should long to fulfill those unique roles in the context of marriage, the Church, and in all of life’s activities.

Questions to Consider

1.
How does a better understanding of your creaturehood prompt you to be grateful?  What are simple ways that you can express gratitude to God?


How does a better understanding of your personhood compel you to be greatly concerned about your actions?    

2.       Does the Bible teach that only Christians are created in the image of God?  

If not, then what should be our response to unbelievers?  What are ways

that we can treat unbelievers with the dignity and value that comes from

being created in the image of God?

3.       Do you think your understanding of the image of God might change the

way you think and act towards people who are racially different, or

elderly, or weak, or unattractive to the world?

4. How does the Biblical view on gender differ from some of the attitudes expressed in society today? 

Hiding His Word


Thoughts for Reflection


“In sum, the human being is both a creature and a person; he or she is a created person.  This, now, is the central mystery of man: how can man be both a creature and a person at the same time?  To be a person means relative independence.  To be a creature means that I cannot move a finger or utter a word apart from God; to be a person means that when my fingers are moved, I move them, and that when words are uttered by my lips, I utter them.  To be creatures means that God is the potter and we are the clay (Rom. 9:21); to be persons means that we are the ones who fashion our lives by our own decisions (Gal. 6:7-8)….”


“Any view of the human being that fails to see him or her as centrally related to, totally dependent on, and primarily responsible to God falls short of the truth.  On the other hand, all deterministic anterministic anthropologies, which treat humans as if they were puppets or robots, perhaps with God pulling the strings or pushing the buttons, fail to do justice to human personhood, and therefore give an equally distorted view of man.”






Anthony Hoekema, Created in God’s Image

“Adam is first and foremost related to God.  In the spare and schematized language of Genesis 1, Adam is the fleshly distillation of the creative and divine word, stamped with the divine image.  In the concrete portrayal of Genesis 2, Adam’s form is shaped by the Divine Potter’s hands, animated by the divine breath blown in his nostrils.  Against the canopy of space and the topography of earth – beating, swarming and lumbering with fertile and fantastic life – Adam stands in unique relationship with God.  The divine image in man and woman (Genesis 1:27) simultaneously evokes and deconstructs the role of an idol in the ancient world.  No stone or wood chiseled into a godling’s image, “the Adam” in two – male and female – is an animated, walking, talking and relating mediation of the essence, will and work of the sovereign creator God.  As living image of the living God, Adam bears a relationship to God, designed for relationship with his created others and born to the divine and creative vocation of earth-care and earth-filling(Gen 1:28).”





Leland Ryken, Dictionary of Biblical Imagery

“It is on the basis of being made in the image of God that everything is open to man.  Suddenly personality does not slip through my fingers.  I understand the possibility of fellowship and of personality.  I understand that because I am made in the image of God and because God is personal, both a personal relationship with God and the concept of fellowship as fellowship has validity.  The primary factor is that my relationship is upward.  Of course, I have relationships downward as well, but I am differentiated from all that is below me and I am no longer confused.”

“This differentiation makes genuine love possible.  One cannot picture machines as loving.  Though one computer may combine with another computer to bring forth a combined answer to some sort of question, we would not call this a love relationship.  Furthermore, if we are made in the image of God, we are not confused as to the possibility of communication; and we are not confused concerning the possibility of revelation, for God can reveal prepositional truth to me because I am made in His image.”






Francis Schaeffer, Genesis in Space and Time


“Since Christ was totally without sin (Heb. 4:15), in Christ we see the image of God in its perfection….  There is no better way of seeing the image of God than to look at Jesus Christ.  What we see and hear in Christ is what God intended for man.”


“If this is so, then the best way to learn what the image of God is is not to contrast man with animals, as has often been done, and then to find the divine image to consist in those qualities, abilities, and gifts that man has in distinction from the animals.  Rather, we must learn to know what the image of God is by looking at Jesus Christ.  What must therefore be at the center of the image of God is not characteristics like the ability to reason or the ability to make decisions (important as such abilities may be for the proper functioning of the image of God), but rather that which was central in the life of Christ: love for God and love for man.  If it is true that Christ perfectly images God, then the heart of the image of God must be love.  For no man ever loved as Christ loved.”






Anthony Hoekema, Created in God’s Image


“When the Bible teaches that men and women fulfill different roles in relation to each other, charging man with a unique leadership role, it bases this differentiation not on temporary cultural norms but on permanent facts of creation….  In the Bible, differentiated roles for men and women are never traced back to the fall of man and woman into sin.  Rather, the foundation of this differentiation is traced back to the way things were in Eden before sin warped our relationships.  Differentiated roles were corrupted, not created, by the fall.  They were created by God….”


“At the heart of mature masculinity is a sense of benevolent responsibility to lead, provide for and protect women in ways appropriate to a man’s differing relationships….”


“At the heart of mature femininity is a freeing disposition to affirm, receive and nurture strength and leadership from worthy men in ways appropriate to a woman’s differing relationships.”

John Piper and Wayne Grudem, Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to know yourself as God has created you.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the mystery of man as both a creature and a person.





Understand the distinction and dignity that comes from being created in God’s image.





Understand the general composition of man.





Understand the general gender differences of humankind and how those differences enrich cooperation unto the glory of God.


	











God Has Created Us in His Image





“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” (Genesis 1:27-18)





“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  


						      (Genesis 1:27)














