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SaLT: Unit 1, Session 3



                                    No Other Gospel
Before There Was Time

Devotional Prelude
Scripture Readings

1


Praise be to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely us in the One he loves.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment – to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.  And you also were included with Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory.










Ephesians 1:3-14
2
Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever.  They lay their crowns before the throne and say:


“You are worthy, our Lord and God,




to receive glory and honor and power,



for you created all things,




and by your will they were created




and have their being.”

Revelation 4:9-11
Thoughts and Meditations

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Preparatory Questions

1. Why did God choose to create?

2. What is God’s purpose for His creation?

Scripture Memorization

Lesson


Texts for Study 

OLD TESTAMENT




EPISTLES
1. Exodus 34:5-8




     1.   Romans 9:14-23
2. Deuteronomy 6:4-5                                              2.   1 Corinthians 10:31  

3. Habakkuk 2:14



     3.   Ephesians 1:3-14

GOSPELS





REVELATION
1. Matthew 3:16-17



     1.   Revelation 4:9-11
2. Matthew 28:18-20

3. John 1:1-14


ACTS (of the Apostles)

1.
Acts 5:3-4
Outline of Lesson

I. Prior to creating, God existed as Trinity
.

A.
There are three distinct persons that we are called to honor as God (Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-14; Acts 5:3-4), yet there is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).
B.
These three persons are God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:18-20); all have distinct order and properties in the way they relate to each other and to creation, but never is one person less in deity, attributes, or nature than another (as demonstrated consistently throughout the Bible).

II. Prior to creating, God had a purpose for His Creation.
A.
God’s purpose for creation was and is the demonstration of His glory (Revelation 4:9-11; Habakkuk 2:14).

B.
We were created for God’s glory (Ephesians 1:3-14; 1 Corinthians 10:31).

III. Prior to creating, God had a plan for bringing His purpose to completion.
A.
God’s glory is demonstrated when His worthiness is realized (Revelation 4:9-11).

B. God’s worthiness is realized through the communication of His attributes (Exodus 34:5-8; Romans 9:14-23).

C. God’s work of redemption is a sovereign work in which His attributes are communicated (Ephesians 1:3-14; Romans 9:14-23).

1. His love (Ephesians 1:4).

2. His grace (Ephesians 1:6-7).

3. His wisdom (Ephesians 1:8).

4. His sovereignty (Ephesians 1:9-11; Romans 9:20-21).

5. His faithfulness (Ephesians 1:13-14).

6. His justice (Romans 9:14, 22).

7. His freedom (Romans 9:15,18).

8. His power (Romans 9:17-18).

9. His mercy (Romans 9:22-23).

D. All three persons of the Godhead are actively and distinctly involved in God’s work of redemption.

1. The Father plans the work of redemption (Ephesians 1:3-6).

2. The Son executes the plan of redemption (Ephesians 1:3-14).

3. The Holy Spirit seals those who are redeemed (Ephesians 1:13-14).

Principles To Live By

1.
There is perfect unity and perfect diversity within the very Being of God, suggesting that we are called into relationship with a God who is relational at His core.

2. The priority of our lives must be the glory of God because it is the purpose   for which we were created.

3. God’s work in our lives should prompt us now to give Him the honor and praise that He deserves.

Connecting With Our Past

The Nicene Creed (381 A.D)

This creed was first constructed in 325 A.D. at the Council of Nicea to affirm the deity of the Son, Jesus Christ.  It was then built upon in 381 A.D. at the Council of Constantinople to assert the deity of the Holy Spirit.  Creeds were a popular way to express accurate thoughts on the nature and works of God, and were vital to the daily life of the Church.  They helped to defend the Church against heretical ideas.

We believe in one God,

The Father, the Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth,

Of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

The only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

True God from True God.

Begotten, not made,

Of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

He came down from heaven:

By the power of the Holy Spirit

He was born of the Virgin Mary,

And became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

He suffered, died, and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

In accordance with the Scriptures;

He ascended into heaven

And is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead,

And his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

And the life of the world to come.
Personal Reflection
Summary
Write a personal summary of what you have learned (This might include points of agreement, disagreement, confusion, and further questions for prayer and study).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Questions To Consider…

· Where do we find the unity and diversity of God reflected in Creation?  What about specifically in the human race?  What about in our churches?  How can we celebrate that diversity while vigorously defending the purpose for which we should be united?

· As you consider the ways in which you have organized your life (how you spend your time, your finances, and what you do with the relationships with which you have been blessed), are you acting as though your goal is the glory of God?  What are some changes that you might make?

· John Piper has stated below that God’s greatest delight is found in His own glory.  Do you find that this is also true of your experience, that is, do you find increasing joy and happiness in knowing Him more?

· Does the fact that God has a plan, and that His plan is dependent on His own ability and not yours, give you comfort?  Is it hard for you to imagine that God chose you to be redeemed before He even created the physical universe?  Does this increase your view of God?  What does it do to your view of yourself?

· How do both God’s grace and His judgment bring Him glory?  How would you respond to someone who thinks God is only gracious and never condemning?  Why do you think the view that “God accepts everyone, regardless” has become so prevalent today?
For Further Meditation…


“After creation, God worked into time and communicated knowledge to man who was in time.  And since he did this, it is quite obvious that it is not the same to God before creation and after creation.  The Scripture pictures this before “in the beginning” as something that can be stated.  While we cannot exhaust the meaning of what is involved, we can now it truly.  It is a reasonable concept, one that we can discuss.



“This subject is not merely theoretical.  What is involved is the reality of 
the personal God in all eternity in contrast to the philosophic other or impersonal 
everything which is frequently the twentieth-century theologian’s concept of 
God….  Consequently, when we read, “in the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth,” we are not left with something hung in a vacuum: something 
existed before creation and that something was personal and not static; the Father 
loved the Son; there was a plan; there was communication; and promises were 
made prior to the creation of the heavens and earth.”







Francis Schaeffer, Genesis in Space and 









Time


“Perhaps the most important difference between Christianity and all other religions is that in Christianity God is not a static thing – not even a person – but a dynamic, pulsating activity, a life, almost a kind of drama.  Almost, if you won’t think me irreverent, a kind of dance.  The union between the Father and the Son is such a live concrete thing that this union itself is also a Person.  I know that’s almost inconceivable, but look at it this way.  You know that among human beings, when they get together in a family, or a club, or a trades union, people talk about the ‘spirit’ of that family, or club, or trades union.  They talk about its ‘spirit’ because the individual members, when they’re together, do really develop particular ways of talking and behaving which they wouldn’t have if they were apart.  It is as if a sort of communal personality came into existence.  Of course it isn’t a real person: it is only rather like a person.  But that’s just one of the difference between God and us.  What grows out of the joint life of the Father and the Son is a real Person, is in fact the Third of the three Persons who are God.”







C. S. Lewis, Beyond Personality


“God has many other goals in what he does.  But none of them is more ultimate than this.  They are all subordinate.  God’s overwhelming passion is to exalt the value of his own glory.  To that end he seeks to display it, to oppose those who belittle it, and to vindicate it from all contempt.  It is clearly the uppermost reality in his affections.  He loves his glory infinitely.


This is the same as saying: he loves himself infinitely.  Or: he himself is 
uppermost in his own affections.  A moment’s reflection reveals the inexorable 
justice of this fact.  God would be unrighteous (just as we would) if he valued 
anything more than what is supremely valuable.  But he himself is supremely 
valuable.  If he did not take infinite delight in the worth of his own glory he would 
be unrighteous.  For it is right to take delight in a person in proportion to the 
excellence of that person’s glory.”







John Piper, Desiring God

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to examine the historical doctrine of the Trinity and to develop a God-centered view of the world.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the unity and diversity of the one, true God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.





Understand God’s purpose for Creation and what we are to be primarily concerned with in our lives.





Understand God’s providence in bringing His plan to fruition and the response that it should invoke from His people.


	











God Has a Purpose for Creation








“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:11-12)














� The word “Trinity” is never used in Scripture, but the idea is introduced meagerly in the Old Testament and then thoroughly throughout the New Testament.  Any and every illustration of the Trinity will, in some way, fall short as the Church has always proclaimed the doctrine of the Trinity as a mystery beyond the full comprehension of man.  Most explanations were not formulated to describe this mystery exhaustively, but to protect against heresies arising from false attacks on the nature of God.  Wayne Grudem, author of Systematic Theology (IVP and Zondervan, 1994), summarizes well the core doctrine of the Trinity taught in Scripture in these three statements:	(1) God is three persons; (2) Each person is fully God; (3) There is one God.


� The way that God, in the distinction of the three persons, relates to His creation has traditionally been described in three Greek pronouns: ek (out of), dia (through), en (in).  This was used to express that all things are out of the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit.





