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SaLT: Introduction, Session 2



        Revelation and The Word of God

The Necessity of Scripture

Devotional Prelude
Scripture Readings

1

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have been convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.










2 Timothy 3:14-17
2


We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.  None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  However, as it is written:



“No eye has seen,




no ear has heard,



no mind has conceived




what God has prepared for those who love him” –

but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.


The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him?  In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.

1 Corinthians 2:6-12

Thoughts and Meditations

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Preparatory Questions

1. How do we know anything about God?

2. What does the world in which we live tell us about God?

3. What role does the Bible play in God’s communication to us?

Scripture Memorization
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        Revelation and The Word of God

The Necessity of Scripture

Lesson

Texts for Study 

OLD TESTAMENT

1. Psalm 119:9-6


EPISTLES

1. 1 Corinthians 2:9-12

2. Ephesians 2:19-22

3. 2 Timothy 3:14-17

4. Hebrews 1:1-2

5. Hebrews 4:12

6. 2 Peter 1:16-21


Outline of Lesson

I.
Scripture is a sufficient product of Divine Inspiration.

A. Scripture includes all the books of the Bible, both the Old and New 
Testaments (2 Timothy 3:14-15; Ephesians 2:19-20).

B. Scripture originated from God, but men were used to record and 
communicate His Word (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Hebrews 
1:1).

C. Scripture is sufficient in and of itself, and nothing else needs to be 
added for the accomplishment of its purpose (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 
Ephesians 2:19-22; Hebrews 1:1-3).

· What role does the Bible play in the quest to understand the world in which we live?  What other criteria do people use in order to establish their view of the world?

II. 
Scripture is an effective tool for Redemption.

A. Scripture is living and active (Hebrews 4:12).

B.
Scripture is primarily revelation about the relationship between God and mankind (Psalm 119:9-16; 2 Timothy 3:15).

C.
Scripture is effective in the power of the Holy Spirit, by whom it was written (1 Corinthians 2:9-12; 2 Peter 1:21).

Principles To Live By

1. Scripture is authoritative and inerrant because it is inspired of God.

2. Scripture is sufficient to lead us into a restored relationship with God and to grow us spiritually.

3. The Holy Spirit illumines God’s Word and helps us in applying it to our lives.

Personal Reflection
Summary
Write a personal summary of what you have learned (This might include points of agreement, disagreement, confusion, and further questions for prayer and study).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Questions To Consider…

· Do you find yourself, at times, wanting more from God than what He has given you in His Word?  Do you find yourself spending more time reading Christian books than you spend reading Scripture?  What do your answers to these questions demonstrate about your faith in the sufficiency of God’s Word?

· 2 Timothy 3:16 mentions that all Scripture is “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness,” suggesting that all Scripture is indeed applicable for our lives.  Are you content to just learn facts in God’s Word, or are you inviting it to change the way you think, feel, and act?

“God did not give us the Scriptures to increase our knowledge but to change our lives.”
D. L. Moody
· Do you think that the doctrine of inerrancy is fundamental to the Christian faith?  Why or why not? 

· What would you say to someone who thinks that you need to be praying for a “fresh word from the Holy Spirit”?  What does this idea demonstrate about their view of the relationship between the Holy Spirit and God’s Word?

· Many Christians experience anxiety when it comes to discerning the will of God for their lives.  What part should the Bible play in this process?  Read Deuteronomy 29:29.  How does it speak to this issue?

For Further Meditation…

“I have covenanted with my Lord that he should not send me visions or dreams or even angels.  I am content with this gift of the Scriptures, which teaches and supplies all that is necessary, both for this life and that which is to come.”






Martin Luther

“If I did not believe in the infallibility of this book, I would rather be without it.  If I am to judge the book, it is no judge of me.  If I am to sift it, and lay this aside and only accept that, according to my own judgment, then I have no guidance whatever, unless I have conceit enough to trust my own heart.  The new theory denies infallibility to the words of God, but practically imputes it to the judgments of men.  At least, this is all the infallibility which they can get at.  I protest that I will rather risk my soul with a guide inspired from heaven, than with the differing leaders who arise from the earth at the call of ‘modern thought.’”







C. H. Spurgeon

“Keep still Jesus Christ in your eye, in the perusal of the Scriptures, as the end, scope and substance thereof: what are the whole Scriptures, but as it were the spiritual swaddling clothes of the holy child Jesus?”








Isaac Ambrose

Purpose:	This lesson will challenge you to place your faith in Scripture as the supreme authority for faith and practice.





Learning Objectives:	This session is designed to help you:





Understand the idea of inspiration, and how the Bible came to us.





Understand the sufficiency of the Bible, and why we no longer need anything else.





Understand the nature of the Bible, and how it is different than any other religious book.





Understand the purpose of the Bible, and why it speaks to the matters that it does.





Understand the illumination of the Holy Spirit, and our dependence on Him for insight.	











God’s Word is Effective and Sufficient





God’s Word is Effective and Sufficient





“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)











